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420 THE JOURNAL OF PHILOSOPHY 

NOTES AND NEWS 

A meeting of the Aristotelian Society was held on April 15, Pro- 
fessor G. D. Hicks in the chair. Professor J. B. Baillie read a paper 
on "The Stereoscopic Character of Knowledge," an abstract of 
which follows : 

In knowledge the mind seeks to become conscious of the individ- 
uality of the object in its solid integrity. In the process of knowl- 
edge the whole energy of the individual mind is engaged and not 
simply one particular function. The ultimate achievement of knowl- 
edge is the fulfilment or realization of the individual mind as a 
single whole of individuality, existing and subsisting in interde- 
pendence with a world of equally real individual beings. 

The view of knowledge as consisting in a mere linear succession 
of stages which are means to and subordinate to an end is set aside 
as inaccurate because the end is present in the process from first to 
last, and because the life of the mind, of which knowing is one 
mode, grows and maintains itself by the simultaneous cooperation 
of all its functions in their inseparable unity. Equally inaccurate, 
it is held, is the view that in knowledge the mind merely represents, 
reproduces and copies the real world. As contrasted with these 
views it is maintained that knowledge is stereoscopic or realistic 
in character. It is realistic in the sense that it presents the real in 
its solid integrity, that it is a vital activity in which the individual 
mind fulfils its own life, and that it is the consummation in con- 
scious form of the nature of the real world as embodied in man's 
plane of existence. 

The operative principle throughout all the stages of knowledge — 
perception, judgment, inference and intuition — is the unity of the 
individual mind, which is implicit at the earlier stages of knowledge 
and explicit at the later. In each of these stages the mind operates 
in qualitating different ways, each with laws and conditions of its 
own, which render each at once unique in itself and necessary to 
the full realization of the life of mind. Hence, it is held, it is in- 
accurate to regard any one of these types of knowledge as the pri- 
mary avenue to the meaning of the real, or to regard the higher as 
merging within itself the contribution of the lower. It is main- 
tained throughout that the significance of the forms of knowledge 
lies in their being a manifestation of a contribution to the life of the 
individual and not in their establishing any system of conceptions 
or any body of truth independent of and external to the life of the 
mind. Knowledge is for life, not life for knowledge, and life con- 
sists in actual living not in having lived. 



